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 The elections are now over and we know who is going to occupy seats in the House and Senate of the 
Texas Legislature.  It is now imperative that our Chapters make or renew connections to the House and 
Senate members from your districts.  We need to introduce ourselves as being subject matter experts or 
sources of information relative to active military, veteran and dependent issues.

    There is much uncertainty with the legislative session right now in terms of what will be done other 
than trying to recover as much as possible from the huge costs of the pandemic while keeping 
municipal, county and state agencies functioning into 2022.  Most state agencies have been asked to 
anticipate at least a 5% reduction in budget.  The comptroller was encouraging the other day when he 
said his first estimates might have been worse than expected, the state was only looking at a deficit of 4 
to 4.5 billion dollars.

    There is no plan as yet about who will be admitted to the Capital and whether hearings will be in 
person or by video conference. There may be a restriction on number of bills each rep can file. We 
haven't seen anything overt to threaten any veteran benefit that we have existing.  At present, about 16 
bills have been pre-filed that have to do with veterans or dependents.  They run the gambit of providing 
for licensure of military medical doctors and nurses in the state of Texas to making corrections to 
exemptions for surviving spouses to on-line remote marriages for military members.

     A new partnership has been formed of the TXServ program that has existed in DFW and San Antonio 
and the Combined Arms program existing in Houston.  The new program is called Texas Veterans 
Network. https://texas.uniteus.com/veterans-network/.  For those not familiar with it, it is a source that 
veterans and/or dependents can go to for assistance in housing, mental health, etc.  Funding for the 
program is presently from the Texas Work Force Commission .  There may be a legislative move to gain 
additional funding sources for this important resource.

    We all need to be vigilant in watching what transpires in the capital.  While at present it looks as if 
nothing that veterans and dependents have in terms of state benefits are threatened, that is not to say 
that they might not be, in the future.  There are other items that we will want to pursue, however, 
during this session, if they cost money, they are not likely to pass.

    We will keep you advised as things change, but as we said, you do need to make contact with your 
representatives and senators and let them know that you are a source of information for them and that 
you will always be interested in promoting legislation that helps and recognizes the service of our 
veterans and their family members.


